XH.   MUST WE HAVE WORLD WAR III?

HE object of war is peace. Why then do our victories seem so
unlikely to achieve it?

One answer which might suggest itself is that too many cure-alls
are being proposed. There is an excellent story of a wife who turned
furiously on her husband just after they had left a dinner party to-
gether, saying: "I never was so humiliated in my life! You were the
only one at the table that didn't have an original plan for an endur-
ing and everlasting peace.'* On the other hand, this childish mood
is sobered by the approaching shadow of still another all too possi-
ble Armageddon. This chapter will confine itself chiefly to diagnos-
ing the disease, adding certain historical notes on the successful
treatment of similar sicknesses by our cultural ancestors.

The disease has indeed reached an acute stage, a new depth of
disintegration. In Germany after the armistice of 1918 there was at
least a government which was accepted both by the victors and by
the Germans themselves as responsible for that country. With the
approval of the Allies, mduding the United States, that govern-
ment was empowered to suppress such revolts as occurred. Thus
the traditional pattern of war as a contest between two sets of re-
sponsible authorities still held. Notwithstanding the closely inter-
twined revolutions and great wars which have now continued for
more than five generations, after every upheaval there has promptly
appeared a set of men able and willing to govern.

Today there are no Germans who could sign a treaty of peace. In
May, 1945, the victors compelled the unconditional surrender of the
German armed forces, and proposed to try many if not most of the
surviving German leaders and officials as criminals. In the liberated
countries of Europe, those responsible administrators who consid-
ered it their duty to their own peoples to conduct affairs during the
German occupation are being killed or imprisoned as "collabora-
tors.** No one seems to have a dear idea of what the effect of defeat
upon the Japanese will be. The actions of the Soviet Union have
often seemed to leave the English-speaking powers only the choice